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MEMORANDUM

To:
CMA Class

From:
Chauncey Uphoff

Subject:
A Word Problem

Sir, I send a rhyme excelling

In sacred truth and rigid spelling

Numerical sprites elucidate for me

The lexicon’s dull weight . . .

What mathematical concept is represented above?

If you get the answer, tell me how you got it.  Don’t just state the answer;  I already know the answer.

If you can’t get it, that’s OK; just tell me what you tried and why it didn’t work.  If, you get it, please let me know whether you did it with your right brain (felt it) or your left brain (figured it out). 

If you need a hint, send me an e-mail; I’ll give you a good (but subtle) hint.

<chauncey@oneimage.com>
This problem was presented to me by my first wife, Gail Tucker Pattison, and I couldn’t get it until she gave me her clue; I’ll be happy to give you her hint, which was another word problem.  Then I got it.  She was very much in her right brain.  She taught me to spell the word calendar properly because she knew Latin.  Latin for month is calen, so you know, right away, that Marie Callander ™ is not the right way to spell calendar.  Give this a good shot; it’s important, even though it may not seem so.
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